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	The Heiligenberg (Holy Mountain) overlooking Heidelberg was the site of an unusual Nazi edifice - a "Thingstätte." In early Nazi quasi-religious Völkisch ceremony and Blut und Boden (Blood and Soil) ideology, a "Thing" was an open-air gathering of the people, harking back to old Germanic pagan gatherings. Some 1200 "Thing" sites were planned, but only about 40 were built, as the Nazi hierarchy lost interest in the "Thing" movement in 1936. Another such site that remains today is the Dietrich-Eckart-Bühne adjacent to the Berlin Olympic Stadium.  (1936 postcard in author's collection)  (MapQuest Map Link)
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	The views above show the Heidelberg Thingstätte from the highest point of the site. At either side of the period view can be seen hexagonal flag towers (obscured by trees in the modern photo).  (postcard courtesy Teresa Boni)
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	Current views of the flag towers near the top of the site. The remaining flagpole appears to be the original. (Note - In June 2008 this flagpole was no longer there - thanks to Bob Lyons for this information.)
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	The wide-angle composite photo on the left and the plan on the right show how the Thingstätte was built as an amphitheater. The Heidelberg Thingstätte was begun on 31 May 1934 and opened officially on 22 June 1935 by Propaganda Minister Joseph Goebbels. Speaking to a crowd of 20,000 people, Goebbels called the Thingstätte a "veritable church of the Reich."
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	A 1936 aerial photo, and a view looking up from the stage area today.  (period postcard in author's collection)
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	A 1939 postcard view looking from the stage back up toward the seating area and flag towers, with the corresponding view today.
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	More period views of the Heidelberg Thingstätte from postcards dated 1935 and 1939.  (author's collection)
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	Two photos from the Heidelberg Thingstätte during its opening ceremony in June 1935. On the right, the Reichs Arbeitsdienst (Labor Service) at the "consecration."  (courtesy Teresa Boni)


